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ABSTRACT 

Due to the discrimination with the Dalits in Indian State some Dalits 

who converted to Christianity or other religion have not escaped the 

caste system. The present study was designed to analyse the present 

scenario of Dalit Christians in Madurai Archdiocese with primary 

focus on identifying the socio – cultural status of Dalit Christians in 

Madurai Archdiocese. In present study the data was collected from 

both ‘primary’ as well as ‘secondary’ sources. The primary data 

collected constitutes the respondents of all age groups. Interview 

method was used for data collection. For sampling purposes, 13 

villages in Madurai Archdiocese were selected by simple random 

sampling technique and the data collected was analysed by using 

descriptive & simple percentage method. After analysing the results 

some suggestions were framed out which needs to be implemented 

for the sustainable development of Dalits in the region of study. 

However, further studies are in need to understand the Socio-

cultural status of the Dalit Christians in Madurai Archdiocese. 

  

                                    ABBREVIATIONS 

 

CC: Catholic Churchs 

DC: Dalit Christians 

GoI: Government of India 

SC: Scheduled Caste 

ST: Scheduled Tribe 
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Introduction 

Due to the discrimination with the Dalits in 

Indian State, various groups of Hindu Dalits 

converted to Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism, 

Christianity & Islam. The Indian caste system 

resulted in the conversions from time to time. 

The Christianity promised them to provide 

equal rights. The Christian religion welfare 

service and friendly approaches resulted in 

most Dalits conversions. Unfortunately it was 

not continued, the caste system still is a barrier 

to provide equality and increase fraternity in 

Christianity (Prakash Louis, 2007). Casteism 

permeates all walks of life, even the realm of 

religion. In practice, the Dalits remained 

'Dalits' despite of religion. A Dalits is a Dalit 

whether he is a Hindu or a Muslim or a 

Buddhist or a Christian. Even as members of 

various Christian communities, Christian 

Dalits are suffering the same ancient 

segregation,oppression& unfair discrimination. 

These are the people considered polluting and 

are treated as untouchables by upper caste. 

In general, the social and economical conditions 

of Dalit Christians are in no way better than 

that of a Hindu, Sikh or Buddhist Dalits. The 

Dalit Christians and Churches in India have 

been fighting against the Central Government 

for this unfair discrimination since 1947. 

Many commissions appointed by the 

Government of India have studied the actual 

situation of Dalit Christians in society and 

have concluded that the Dalit Christians are 

suffering the same economic and social 

disabilities as other Dalits (John & Muthatkar, 

2005). The commissions have highlighted the 

fact that the Dalit Christians are 'twice 

discriminated', both by the State and by the 

Church. The commissions recommended that 

the Government should include the Dalit 

Christians in the Scheduled Caste list, but the 

Government of India has not taken these 

recommendations seriously. 

 

The Problem 

The Dalit Christians are suffering oppression 

and exclusion for long and at the same time 

even after conversion from a big majority of 

Christian population in India.Overwhelmingly, 

the mistreatment comes from high caste - in 

our villages, at our working places, from our 

landlords, at our village schools, at village 

well, and at village shops. The majority of the 

Dalit Christians continue to live in the same 

segregated place, the same "CHERI" or 

COLONY or SLUM, even two generations 

after becoming Christians (Rowena Robinson 

,2014).  

The Dalit Christians suffer the same socio- 

educational and economic disabilities like the 

Dalits of the other faith.  The change of Religion 

does not change their social, economical and 

educational status. It is evident that the Dalit 

Christians are subjected to atrocities, violence 

and disabilities solely because they suffer the 

sigma of the Untouchability. The Caste 

Christians do not treat the Dalit Christians as 

equals. 

In Catholic Churchs, the Dalits form the 

majority, almost 70%; but it is the higher 

caste-people, only 30% of church population, 

who control the Church by pre-emptying the 

key position. The majority of the catholic 

bishops and clergy, the religious and lay 

leaders, come from the upper caste. One can 

say that this 30%, the upper caste, occupy the 

90% of the administration and leadership of 

the church. Thus the Dalits are pushed aside 

and reduced to insignificance in their own 

homeland (Michael, 1996).  

Government of India has been discriminating 

against Christian Dalits on the basis of 

religion, ignoring the undisputed evidences of 

their social, educational and economic 

backwardness which naturally qualify them for 

state protection and statutory rights. It is a sad 

commentary on the Indian policy that the state 
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which claims to be secular disqualifies 

Christian Dalits from getting their rights and 

privileges on the basis of religious disqualification. 

"No person who professes a religion different 

from the Hindu religion shall be deemed to be 

a member of a Scheduled Caste," says the 

Constitution (Scheduled Castes Order, 1950). 

Profile of the study area 

The Archdiocese territory covers a land area of 

8,910 square kilometers, and includes the civil 

district of Madurai, Theni and Virudhunagar 

and three taluks of Batlagundu, Kodaikanal 

and Nilakkottai of Dindigul district in Tamil 

Nadu. It was formed on January 8, 1938 and 

its territory was carved out of the former 

Tiruchirapalli Diocese.  The total population in 

the archdiocesan territory was 6,541,350 at the 

end of 2005. Tamils form the main ethnic 

group. The Diocese of Madurai was raised to 

an Archdiocese on September 19, 1953, with 

Dindigul, Kottar, Kuzhithurai, Palayamkottai, 

Sivagangai, Tiruchirapalli and Tuticorin as its 

suffragans.  The archdiocesan area is well 

connected in terms of transport infrastructure 

by roads and railways. The Madurai airport is 

an important gateway to the south of Tamil 

Nadu. The literacy rate of the area is 74.86 

percent.English, Malayalam, Tamil and Telegu 

are the languages used in the archdiocese.  

Madurai Archdiocese has many educational 

and religious institutions. There are 4 colleges, 

2 Professional Colleges, 35 Higher Secondary 

Schools, 32 High Schools, 21 Middle Schools, 

75 Primary Schools, 1 Pre - Primary School, 3 

Evening Schools, 14 Training Centres, 7 

Vocational Training Centres, 6 Technical 

Schools, and 5 Ecclesiastical Institutions. It 

has religious and diocese Priest; their 

population are 80 and 75 respectively. There 

are 69 Parishes in Madurai Archdiocese.  It 

has public service organisation in the name of 

Home/Orphanages, Dispensaries, Health 

Centre/Clinic, Hospitals and Social Service 

centre their total numbers are 32, 23, 20, 12 

and 9 respectively.  

Objectives 

The main objective of the present study was to 

elucidate the social status of Dalits and Non 

Dalit Christians and discover the cultural 

status of low and high caste Christians. 

Area of Study 

The study was conducted in following areas of 

Madurai Archdiocese: 

Ammapatti,  Aruppukottai,  Ayravathanallur, 

Batlagundu,Gnanaolivupuram,Hanumanthanap

atti, Melur, Michaelpalayam, Nilakottai, 

Pandian Nagar, Rayappanpatti, Silukkuvarpatti 

and Sundaranachiapuram. 

Methodology 

Survey method was used in the present study. 

The data was collected from 13 respondents by 

using simple random sample techniques on 

DCLM members, Youth and Lay people in 

Madurai Archdiocese. Simple percentage 

analysis for the study. 

 

 

Table: 1 
 
S. 
No 

Total no. 
of villages 

Separate Burial ground  

Yes % No % 

1 13 13 100 0 0 

Table: 2 
 
S. 
No 

Total no. 
of villages 

Separate  place for living 

Yes % No % 

1 13 13 100 0 0 

Table: 3 
 
S. 
No 

Total no. 
of villages 

Separate church 

Yes % No % 

1 13 13 100 0 0 
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Table: 4 
 
S. 
No 

Total no. 
of villages 

Separate festivals 

Yes % No % 

1 13 13 100 0 0 

 

Table 1. Indicates that 13 (100 per cent) of the 

respondents are accepting separate burial 

ground/separate place in burial ground for 

Dalits and Non Dalits Christians.        

Table 2. Indicates that 13 (100 per cent) of 

respondents Agreed Dalits and non Dalit 

Christians are living at Separate places. 

Table 3. Indicates that there are 13 (100 per 

cent) sample respondents accepting Separate 

church for low caste Christians and upper 

Caste Christians. 

Table 4. Indicates that 13 (100 per cent) of the 

respondents have agreed Separate festivals for 

low caste and high caste Christians. 

Socio–economic Status (Statement of the 

respondent) 

We did interaction during the study with a 

respondent, who was retired Tamil Nadu state 

government employee. The respondent was 

aged and good experienced man. He dedicated 

his life for social work, wherein Dalits and 

Dalits Christians were included in his services. 

The respondent said, Dalit Christians are 

living “No future plan, No joyful life and No 

secular security”. They are not planning 

prospective life. They are daily fighting with 

social evil activities. They are landless and 

minimum educationally qualified people. Dalit 

Christians are not working at highest authority 

rank post or dominant jobs. Most of Dalit 

Christians are doing Agricultural collie work, 

and menial jobs in our village. Their daily 

wages are not enough for home, food, debt, 

children education and medications. As a 

result they are getting debt from different 

persons, even though at times they are unable 

to repay it. They are not concentrating on 

improving education qualification because of 

their poor economic conditions. Below poverty 

line people are failure in their life (Kauffman, 

S.B.,1981). They are unable to enjoy their 

current life. Dalit Christians are living in 

below poverty lines. They are not subjected to 

live joyfulness. He said they have no money 

so; how is it possible to get good education, 

employment, wealth, infrastructure, and 

powers. In India Dalit Christians are unable to 

get good education and employment 

opportunities because the Indian government 

does not extends the SC / ST or civil rights to 

Dalit Christians and at the same time 

Christians Intuitions are not providing them 

their rights. (Riemer A.S., 2009) The high caste 

people only are using the minority rights and 

church welfare programmes. Most of upper 

caste priest and people are administrators at 

Christian Institutions. 

The high caste priests are not allocating the 

funds and employment opportunities equally. 

The upper caste priests are economically well 

developed while comparing with the lower 

caste parish priest. Because the church is 

entirely controlled by high caste priests and 

people.  Most of the Non Dalit Christians are 

easily getting different schemes and are 

utilizing church facilities towards their caste 

domination. The high caste people are well 

settled in church but low caste unsettled are 

still fighting for their rights. The converted 

Dalit Christians are losing their life, rights, 

needs etc. The Dalit Christians are expecting 

life security from Christianity. Now they are 

separated by the same religions. They are 

living alone but facing more caste problem 

than Hindu Dalits. 

Caste is barrier for personnel growth. The 

caste structure is prevalent in India 

(Dahiwale. S.M.,2005). The upper caste name 

is giving high social image like honourable 

post but the low caste people are not getting 

equal respect in India. Indian people are bound 
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to born in any caste. They are not living 

without caste name and religions. He said we 

can change the religions but cannot change the 

caste name; reason for caste is traditional 

system. Indian is living with caste. The caste 

system is only in India.  Indian people are 

maintaining relationship on the basis of the 

caste system. Therefore caste is life, life is 

caste. He said, Dalit Christians are living 

outside of village. They are celebrating 

separate festivals and have separate burial 

grounds because Non Dalits are not given 

equal opportunities for Dalit Christians. After 

the conversion, the upper castes are strictly 

following the caste system in their living 

community. Their caste mentalities do not 

change. The high caste people are dominating 

low caste. There are lot of socio economical 

differences between Dalit and Non Dalit 

Christians. Most of the Non Dalit Christians 

are working in government and private 

companies but Dalits are working in menial 

jobs, daily wages. 

Political Status (Statement of the 

respondent) 

Most of  Dalit Christians have zero percent of 

knowledge in politics. They do not like to join 

political parties.Even though some percentages 

of Dalit Christians are member in different 

political parties but they do not hold authority 

post like secretary, leader, treasure etc. The 

caste system is a barrier in getting 

administrative jobs. Dalit Christians are 

lacking  political knowledge  but another side 

of the story is that they are scattered among  

different political parties. Basically the 

Christian missionaries are not providing the 

political knowledge for Christian people. He 

said, the second largest minority is Christian 

religion. Around 70 percent people belong to 

Dalit Christians still they have no separate 

political party. Consequently Dalit Christians 

are still fighting for their civil rights against 

Central Governments. If they have some 

percentage of MLAs, MPs; the state and 

central government do not listen their 

demands. He finally said; I do not know, when 

Dalit Christians will be getting equality status 

societies, civil rights from government and 

relief from physical and psychological caste 

problems. 

Conclusion  

The caste discriminations are prevalent in the 

Church. In almost all the dioceses these 

discriminations continue to exist in some form 

or the other. They range from separate places 

in the church, separate feasts, and separate 

cemeteries to jobs in the church-run 

institutions and admissions to seminaries and 

religious houses. The Church should ban all 

discrimination.  

The National Commission for Religious & 

Linguistic Minorities, better known as the 

Justice Ranganath Mishra Commission, has 

strongly recommended deletion of Para 3 of 

the Presidential Order. The  Sachar Committee 

has also recommended reservation for Dalit 

Christians and Muslims.      

The Indian government should extend the 

constitutional rights for Dalit Christians. 

The current situation of the Dalit Christians is 

worse and has only two options. On the one 

hand, they can go back to Hinduism as the 

Government of India would wish. This way, 

the Dalit Christians would regain all their 

basic and constitutional rights but they would 

lose their Christian identity and their 

constitutionally guaranteed right to freedom of 

worship.   On the other hand, they can remain 

as Christians and continue to pay a terrible 

price for their faith, consoled only by their 

Christian hope of life and happiness with God 

in the world to come. 
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